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THEMES 
 

1.   Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) 
Sub-theme I 

Survey of IKS Domains: A broad overview of disciplines included in the IKS and historical developments. 

 
Sub-theme II 

Sources of IKS knowledge, classification of IKS texts, differences between Smriti and Shruti literature, a survey of 

available primary texts, translated primary texts, secondary resource materials. Fourteen/eighteen vidyasthanas, tantra 

yukti. 

 
Sub-theme III 

Vocabulary of IKS: Introduction to anubandha chatushtaya, Pancha maha bhutas, pancha koshas, pancha pranas, etc, 

antahkarana chatushtaya, Introduction to the concepts of non-translatables (Ex. dharma, punya, aatma, karma, yagna, 

shakti, varna, jaati, moksha, loka, daana, itihaasa, puraana etc.) and importance of using the proper terminology. Terms 

such as praja, janata, loktantra, prajatantra, gana tantra, swarajya, surajya, rashtra, desh, etc. 

 
Sub-theme IV 

Methods in IKS: Introduction to the concept of building and testing hypothesis using the methods of tantrayukti. 

Introduction to pramanas and their validity, Concept of poorva paksha, uttara paksha, nigraha sthana 

 

2.  Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education 
Sub-theme I 

CONCEPT OF HOLISTIC EDUCATION 

Meaning and Concept of Holistic Education - Holistic education enshrined in Bhagavad Gita and other scripts – India-

centric Holistic Living - Holistic Development of the individual: Integrated development of Body, Mind, Intellect and 

Soul - Importance of Physical and Mental Health - Concept of Guru Shishya Parampara, Gurukul approaches of 

teaching-learning. 

Educational institutions of holistic learning: Taxila, Nalanda, Vikramshila – teacher- pupil Rapport - Man making and 

Character Building. Philosophy of holistic education as propounded by Vivekananda, Sri Aurobindo, Rabindranath 

Tagore, and Madan Mohan Malaviya. 

 
Sub-theme II 

HUMAN VALUES AND THEIR IMPORTANCE 

Meaning and concept of values - classification of values – value education; Definition, Purpose, and Significance in 

the present world – Value system, Salient values for life - Purusharthas: Dharma, Artha, Kama, Moksha; truth, 

commitment, honesty and integrity, forgiveness and love, emotions, empathy and ability to sacrifice. Life skills, 



Rational thought, courage and resilience, simplicity, tolerance, care, unity, inclusiveness - Concept of Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam (the whole world is one family) - Social values, Duties and responsibilities, Peace and Non-violence, 

Scientific temper, Qualities of a good citizen. 

 
Sub-theme III 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

Environment and Ecological balance; interdependence of all beings – living and non-living, Respect for nature, 

Environmental conservation and enrichment, Aesthetic sense. 

Climate change, pollution, waste management, sanitation, biological diversity conservation, biological resource and 

biodiversity management, forest and wildlife conservation, and sustainable development and living. 

 
Sub-theme IV 

ETHICS AND PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 

Introduction to Ethics, Character, and conduct; Development of Morality – Instinct and conscience, Moral standards, 

Absolute and relative ethics - Nationality, Patriotism, Love to Motherland and Mother languages – Self-analysis, Out 

of box thinking, Attitude, Motivation, Goal Setting: Short-term and long term, Time Management. 

 
Sub-theme V 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATION 

Concept of Multidisciplinary and Multidisciplinary Education - Art of Critical Thinking at Multidisciplinary, Cross-

Disciplinary, and Interdisciplinary Interfaces – 

Concept of Flexible and Innovative Curriculum: Dual Degree, ABC, MEME - Credit- based Courses and Projects from 

various Disciplines - Creating Teacher Education Universities. 

 

3.  Academic Leadership, Governance, and Management 
Sub-theme I 

ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP 

Leadership Styles-Effective Leadership Traits: Communication, Empathy, Grit, Focus - Leading Digitally, Role of 

Teachers in Institutional development. 

Session II 

 
Sub-theme II 

Institutional Framework of Universities, Organizational Design, Types of HEIs, UGC, AICTE and related national 

and state level institutions & inter-relationships 

 
Sub-theme III 

INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Quality Framework: Academic Standard Setting, Accreditation: NAAC, NBA, Ranking Framework: NIRF, Q&S, 

THE, Shanghai, World Class Universities, Lifelong Learning. 

Session IV 

 
Sub-theme IV 

GOVERNANCE 

HECI: NHERC, NAC, HEGC, GEC, NHEFQF, NSQF, BoG Governance; 

Economic, Political, Social and Administration-Quality of Laws of Governance - Autonomy with Accountability – e-

Governance, Criteria of Good Governance, ESG (Environmental, Social and II 

 



Sub-theme V 

MANAGEMENT 

Principles of Management - Management; Planning, Human, Infrastructure, Technology, Finance, Financial 

Management, Effective Team Work - Ways to Get Grants, Strategic Planning and Infrastructure & Research Project 

Management, 5W2H approach (who, what, where, when and why; how and how much) 

 

4.  Student Diversity and Inclusive Education 
India's Higher education (HE) sector has experienced massive expansion to become the second-largest system in the 

world. The growth is accompanied by increasing student diversity in the industry. Student diversity is reflected in 

terms of an increasing share of students from socially and economically disadvantaged groups. According to MoE 

(2020), nearly 57 percent of students come from disadvantaged groups. 

Sub-theme I 

Understanding Diversity 

LEARNER-CENTERED PEDAGOGICAL PRACTICES 

Pedagogy - Teacher Centric vs. Learner Centric Methods - Learner Centric Methods; Discussions, Group Work, 

Tutorials, Practical Exercises, Project Work, and Field Experiences. 

 
Sub-theme II 

Linking Diversity to Inclusion 

DEVELOPING ANALYTICAL SKILLS AMONG STUDENTS 

Information and Knowledge - Information Procession - Knowledge Transmission vs. Knowledge Construction - 

Inculcating Critical and Analytical Thinking Skills - Developing Creativity. 

 
Sub-theme III 

Teacher Competencies towards Diversity & Inclusion 

MINIMIZING ACHIEVEMENT GAPS AMONG STUDENTS 

Individual Differences; Physical, Cognitive, Social and Emotional Development - Diversified Needs of Students - 

Inclusive Education. 

Session III Technological Tools for Supporting Teachers & Students 

 
Sub-theme IV 

Technological Tools for Supporting Teachers & Students 

TECHNOLOGICAL PEDAGOGICAL CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Education 4.0 - Pedagogical Content Knowledge - Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge. 

Session V: Supporting Individual Students 

 
Sub-theme V 

Supporting Individual Students 

MENTORING OF STUDENTS 

Mentor-Mentee System - Mentor-Mentee Rapport - Remedial Teaching - Positive Attitudinal Development. 

 

5.  Research and Development 
Sub-theme I 

INTRODUCTION 

Knowledge: Theories of Knowledge – Knowledge Transmission vs. Knowledge Construction –Knowledge and 

Intelligence –Approaches and Paradigms of Research – Science as Product and Process – Scientific Attitude – UN 



Sustainable Development Goals – Knowledge Dissemination and Updating…UNESCO Recommendations on Open 

Science…Multiple epistemologies, experiential and indigenous knowledge 

Session II 

 
Sub-theme II 

CONSTITUENTS OF RESEARCH 

Understanding and Solving Social Problems Scientifically – Intellectual Power – Phenomenon; Nature and 

Characteristics – Cause and Effect Relationship – Quality vs. Quantity: Inclination to Quality Aspect. 

SCIENTIFIC APPROACH 
Types of Research; Basic, Applied, and Action – Sources of Knowledge; Learned Authority, Personal Experience, 

Logical Reasoning, and Scientific Method (Identification and Clarification of the Problem, Formulating Hypothesis, 

Selection of Sample and Tools of Data Collection, Collection of Data, Testing the Hypothesis, Conclusion) – 

Application of Scientific Method – Critics on Scientific Methods 

 
Sub-theme III 

STRENGTHENING RESEARCH & ITS CONTRIBUTIONS 

Reforming the Research in the University, Research and Development Cell, Institutional Autonomy, Inter-connectivity 

of Teaching and Research, World- class Laboratories, Thrust areas of research with local, national, and global 

priorities, Inter- disciplinary Research Collaborations, Academia-Industry interaction, Developing Innovative 

Practices, Research with Innovation, Research Project Proposal writing, Funding, Execution and Management of 

Research. 

 
Sub-theme IV 

ASSESSMENT OF THE RESEARCH POTENTIAL,PREPARING PROPOSAL 

Conceptualization of the Project - Feasibility of Undertaking Project – Cost Analysis 

– Resource Mobilization and Resource Pooling, Localization of Resources – Professionalism 

-in Research Project – Monitoring– Scalability, Contribution to Exiting Knowledge, Utility of the Project – Research 

Ethics: Academic Honesty and Integrity. Partnership in Research. 

FUNDING FOR RESEARCH 
Funding: Government Agencies (including National Research Foundation) and Private Agencies - Crowd funding - 

Proper Utilization of Funds - Environment, Social, and Governance Investing - Collaboration - Research Networks. 

Research Project Proposal writing, Funding, Execution and Management of Research. 

 
Sub-theme V 

QUALITY PARAMETERS OF RESEARCH 

Quality publications; Impact Factor, h-index, i-10 index, citations and their importance, Research with relevance; 

Patents – Processes and Products. Knowledge dissemination, open access, Public engagement. 

CHALLENGES IN THE "LAB TO LAND "PROCESS 
Translational Research, Dissemination of the Result – Understanding the Scale-up Procedure through Incubation 

Centre – Global Sustainable Investments Research Training based on the Output – Entrepreneurs – Publications in 

Indexed Journals. 

 
Sub-theme V 

FUTURISTIC SKILL INDIA 

Internationally Oriented Courses –Training as Entrepreneur –Global Scenario –21st Century Skills. 

 



6.  Higher Education and Society 
Sub-theme I 

INTRODUCTION: Global Development & Policy in HEIs as Societal Actors 

Higher Education System: Historical Analysis, Characteristics, Development, Evolutions. 

Concepts of societal embeddedness and interactions of HEIs UNESCO, UIL and related global institutions 

 
Sub-theme II 

FOCUS OF HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

Transmitting Knowledge and Critical Thinking– Role of Higher Education for Social, Cultural, Spiritual, Economical, 

Political, and Technological Development; Historical Evidence, Soft skills, and Practical Skills. Smart Technology. 

Integration with Lifelong Learning 

 
Sub-theme III 

MISSION OF HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM 

Core Missions 
Teaching 

Rethinking Essential and Desirable Qualifications of Faculty- Teaching as Human Capital Investment – Products of 

HEI as Responsible Citizens – Productivity, Designing of Curriculum, Outcome Based Curriculum (OBE) 

Research 

Thrust areas, alignments with national priorities, linking research with teaching 

 
Sub-theme IV 

CHALLENGES FOR THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM 

HEI and Entrepreneurship, Financial resources, Financial Autonomy, Internal Revenue Generation, Income 

Generation – Creation of "Entrepreneurial University" - Encouraging University-Industry relationship, Smart 

Universities/ Digital Universities, and World-Class Universities. Corporate Society Relationship – Technology 

Transfer – IPR: Patents. 

 
Sub-theme V 

GLOBALIZATION AND INTERNATIONALIZATION 

Liberalization, Globalization, and Internationalization–Individual, Institutional, National, and International Levels – 

Internationalization of Education, Best Academic and Research Practices compatible to Global Standards, Global 

Citizenship. 

 

7.  Information and Communication Technology 
The progressive transformation of technology from 1G to 5G resulted in transforming Education from 1.0 to 4.0. 

Information Communication Technology has helped in a big way in transacting the curriculum during the recent 

COVID-19 pandemic. Every faculty needs to possess the skill of using technology in their teaching. 

Sub-theme I 

ICT IN EDUCATION 

Technology in Education and Technology of Education - Computer Assisted Instruction (CAI), Computer Managed 

Learning (CML), and Computer Based Learning (CBL). Innovative models for delivery of higher education, 

Development of e-resources. 

 
Sub-theme II 

MODERN TECHNIQUES OF COMMUNICATION AND TECHNOLOGY 



MS Office, Mailing, Working on Synchronous and Asynchronous Modes, Tele- conferencing – Knowledge and 

Proficiency in Computer Applications, e-learning, M-learning, Blended Learning, Internet, and Online Learning. 

Classrooms: Synchronous and Asynchronous, Smart, Flipped, and Virtual. 

 
Sub-theme III 

ALTERNATIVE STRATEGIES IN EDUCATION: 

Educational technology in formal, non-formal, and Informal Education. Distance and Open Learning Systems as 

models. Academic and Research Content on the Web: Online Journals and Abstraction Services, Learning 

Management Systems (LMS) - MOOCs: Evolution, usage, and limitations - Planning and Designing MOOCs: Role of 

SWAYAM in Open and Distance Learning. 

 
Sub-theme IV 

REGULATORY BODIES /AGENCIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

UGC, AICTE, MCI, NCTE, and other regulatory bodies in higher education. Role of CIET, IGNOU, NIOS, State ET 

Cells, AVRCs, and EMMRCs in providing quality education 

- Digital University. 

 
Sub-theme V 

GLOBALIZATION AND INTERNATIONALIZATION 

Practical Skills for use of ICT in Teaching & Research. 

 

8.  Skill Development 
Sub-theme I 

EED AND IMPORTANCE OF SKILL DEVELOPMENT 

Growth, Maturity, Development - Ability, Skill, Competence – Life Skills – Skill Gap 

New Generation Skills -Skill Development Strategies – National and International Policies on Skills Development- 

Skill Mapping: Vertical and Horizontal Mapping-National Skill Index –UNESCO Program 21. 

Relating Skilling with state of economy locally & regionally. 

 
Sub-theme II 

SKILL-BASED EDUCATION IN INDIA 

Educational Emphases: Curricular, Content, Evaluation-A synchronized curriculum with the industry - Employability 

– Career Trajectories and Aspirational Differences - Synchronizing Education with Industry-Up-skilling and 

Upgrading-Entrepreneurship, Start- ups, Incubation Labs. 

Recognition of Prior Learning, Certifying experientially learnt skills. 

 
Sub-theme III 

TUNING WITH REALITY 

History of Skill-Based Education - Current Status of Skill-Based Education at Higher Education level - NSQF, NSDC 

–National and International Database on Skill development and Skill Inclusion - Aligning with Industrial Demands. 

 
Sub-theme IV 

INTRODUCING SKILL DEVELOPMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

Policy Changes – National Skill Development Policy 2015 – Updating – Skilling India – Strengthening Community 

College: B.Voc.; Soft Skills and Practical Skills. 

 



Sub-theme V 

FUTURISTIC SKILL INDIA 

Internationally Oriented Courses –Training as Entrepreneur –Global Scenario –21st Century Skills. 

 


